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R.e sune :

An attempt to rceduce the Herring Gu]l ropufatlon_.. l lL i?f:hjt1.0 re4r

r - )o - ! ,  by  U .  L ind  ( l en4a rL - )

T n  K p s + r u o  A i r - n . r t  f c a D e t ] h " s e n )  r : l e  l - e r r i n A  G u I l s  c o n .  L i c u t c  : i ' e

' - r -  r r o l . l F -  r ^ e . o p h : n d  h i  . d - ' t . i L 6 c  a h 6  r r l l c  '  " . r / - t l  l e e l  a n J  . e s t

in the aiT-port, and on sooe days there are thousatals of then" It  l^.as

- T o u n a  + h T L  1 n  e .  s e n L i a l  p a r L  o f  L h e s e  . r u : l s  1 r e  I o l . a -  b i T o s  ( P d u l  . s  a n i

f  l . d r . d  ' _ o r r n ' )  f . o m  a  l a r s e  c ^ r i L  r -  i n  O r e s ^ n d  . b o u t

<  ( : r  e p r r _  f _ . m  L h e  a i r - p o _ t .  T I  v a s  ' b . r p f ) r  d e c i r . d  r o  1 r y  t o  r a d u . '

l h a  n u n o a -  o I  b i - d .  b - e e d i - g  o ' 1  L l r e  i s l a n J  e n d  r ' F  n L r L b c _  o f  y o u n - . o o i r .

t r o n  t h e r e .

T h i s  i s  a  " a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  p r c j e c t  b e c a u s e  S a l t h o l m  i s  a b o u t  1 6 0 0

ha end the gu11s breed in nearly al l  pe:r ts of the isfar ld.  The bcst nethod

1"Ioulr l  l robably be that used by A.O, Gross in USA 25 yca.rs agio" The eggs

in the nests aie sprayed vi th an omufsicn of oi1 i : l  water vi th 1o4 for-

m a l d e h y d e "  T h e  o i 1  c l o s e s  t h e  p o r e s  o f  t h e  e g a ,  t h c  c n b i r y o  d i c s ,  t l e  f o i -

naldehyde conserves the egg, and the gu11 ui11 cont inue ho brooC the dead

egs fol .  a period of t ine vi thout faylng a new one. In this l ray no off-

s p r i n l ' v i 1 '  b e  l r o d u . a o  i n  L h e  s o r a y e d  n e s t s

I n  7 9 6 9  2 2 . a o a  n e s t s  v e r e  s l r a y e a l  a n d  i n  l 9 7 o  2 4 . o o o .  T h c  p r o J p c t

is cont inued in 1971" The effect of  egg-spraying l , ras conirol let l  1i j  sa'r 'c.r-

teC areas" I t  1,ras found that sprFying has p lool  destruct ive effect o:1

enbryoes. Soal l  quant i t leE of the f fuid ar.e suff ic ient,  tnd as a mattcr

of fect s lr^ying hes to be moderate, otherlr ise the eggs m3l 'be . lb.naloned

!t  once by thc parent gul ls The roajor i ty ol  correctfy spiayed eggs are

o r o o o e d  f o :  j  t  t , i r t  2 - ' l  u e e k .  S L n c o  n F l . /  c l u L ^ l  o f  . g 6 i  ' r . l ' o ' .  b c  p r o -

d u c e d  u n t i l  l 2  d " y s  a f t e r  t h o  s p r a y e d  e g g s  a r e  a b a n d o n e d "  s p r . y i n g  c a u s e s

l ?  d e l r y  i n  b r e e d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a b o u t  4  n e e k s '  T h e  h a t c h i n g  s u c c e s s

o '  - L . r .  b r o  d s  w . ,  f o u n d  L o  b e  v c r y  l o u  (  ' b o u t  1 0 '  o r  l - s : ,  c o o p ' - e d  [ o

, r . \  - h , r  l h - r 6 f ^ r 6  r L 6  a o t  . ,  i r  h r 6 a d i h r . .  r . 6 d  b v

- l " r .  J r i n '  : s  J e - J  L f  f e . r .  v e  i  o -  . l  a .  1 '  r -  l D  r  r  . C  o l - f  ' ' ' . : : n  .  I r

t u o  r e s p e c t s  s e r i o u s  d i s a a l v e n t e g e s  o f  t h e  n e t h o d  1 , r e r e  a s c c l t l i n e d l '  i n  b o t h

c 1 . c s  m a i n l y  d u e  t o  t h c  s i r c  o f  t h e  c o l o n y .  A  n u m b e r  o f  n o s t s  a r e  n o t

.  o r . y e d ,  b L c :  r ' e  L h e y  r e  f o ' ) r o L d  f t . r  , p _ ' / i n C  b " s  L ^ r F n  D I r ' .  j n  L h i t

p ' r L i c u l  r ' r c . .  T h i .  D o . t - . ! r '  y i n g  1 . r . ' ?  o r  ' e - r  (  x c l .  ^ f  r c o - t

1  ̂ , . r  - - \  r  ^ : ' r ' \ r - 1 €  .  - t \ r 1 1 e " 1 0 r ( .  o n l "  ^ b o u t  6 r r , ' o f

t h e  n e i r t ; ,  u b i c h . r e  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  E p r a , v i n g '  3 r e  a c t u : r l l y  l o E n C



and  t rea ted .

Ihe ieduction in the number of f leiged Jioung due to slraying uas
+ -  L ,  r r ^  \ 6 a n

"  _  d u l e  L  s o m e  i 4 d i r c c l  e f f e  t s  o f  e g  - j p r a y i n g .  l h e  n L r o b e r  o f  f l c d g  d

y  . 1 5  i ' r  f h e  c o - L o n y  v a s  c b v i o u . l l ,  o D ^ h  s u a I L c r  t h a n  p r e v i o u s  J e , 1 r : .  r l o \ . -

e v e _ t  a n  i r c f r o v e : o c n t  o f  t h e  m e [ h o o s  i  c e - t a i r r l y  n e . e - s b r r  , .  r  i  . - l i i -

of  youn6) shal l  be achieved. At present er.per inents in thj .s reslcct ane

n a d e .


