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1. INTRODUCTION

Bird strike risks differ from situation from to situation. For instance, the chance that a
bird strike will result in damage is much higher in en-route situations, while local bird
strikes -due to the critical flightphase- have a higher chance to evolve into a major
accident. Other examples are the difference in consequences of bird strikes with
different types of aircraft; or the influence of the type of operation on the chance of
encountering a bird (ref.1).

This means that in any analysis of bird strike data the proper set of data has to be
selected. As a consequence, the number of available data often turns out to be
insufficient for statistical sound conclusions.

By combining bird strike data from several Forces the problem of limited numbers can
be eliminated.

Within the Air Forces Flight Safety Committee (Europe) (AFFSC(E)) it was decided to
engage the RNLAF to undertake a pilotstudy on the feasability of a joined European
Military Bird Strike Database using the 1988 data from a limited number of Forces. The
results of this study were presented during the 20th BSCE meeting in Helsinki {ref.2).
Despite the limited material it proved possible to extract new information from the ‘
database and to acquire better understanding into the bird strike problem. A
A further conclusion was that standardization should not be considered impossible and-i:l‘
would substantially improve the potential value of the database. A relatively slight
improvement in reporting should be sufficient. It was stated that the way to realise this
objective would be the adoption of a standardised Report Form. In order to obtain full
cooperation from pilots in the proper and full reporting of all bird strikes, the concept of
such a 'European Military Bird Strike Form’ should be such that it is straight forward
and easy to fill in, Furthermore, the Form should be organised in such a way that
feeding the data in a computerfile leaves no opportunity for misinterpretation.

This paper deals with the progress made in the development and introduction of the
'European Military Bird Strike Form® and accompanying computerprogram. Also an
inventory is given of contributions received so far.
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