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PROGRESS IN BIRD CONTROL
AT HELSINKI-VANTAA AIRPORT

Yilellkki Helkawo and Olavi Stenman

A5 g conseguence of two serious bird strikes atv Helsinki-Vantaa Alrport

the  summer of 1978, a  Bird Strike Committee was established ar  the

airporl.

e

tiie Committee has co-—ordinated the blerd coatrel work with following

progress.

1.

Bird puatrolling at the airport has been preolonged to cover the daylight
wurs from aslarch 15th to November 30th. The duty of the partrel is to
kKeep the runways iree from the birds before Lhe operations.

AL ihe airpert several measures have been taken 1o change the imme-
diate cenvironment in such a way thar it will not atiract birds., The
wosl important wock has been the filling of the ponds ncear the middle
part ol the maln runway.

farthworm  control  experiments with  benomyl have also been wade
{annex).

The results show thai there was a staustically significant difference (%
= 1Z20%%%}) in  the numbers of earthworms between the control and
experiment areas (the ratio: 2.1). However, it was nol possible (o draw
conclusions about the influence of the ireaimenl on  the future
occurrence of ithe common gulls.

In order to reduce the number of gulls in the surrvounding rvegions of
the airport the co-operation work with the near-by towns has been
continued as follows:
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- The maintenance of the dump about 4 Kilometers north-waest from
the ailrport has been carried out by covering all rthe gparbage
with soil.

- The herring gull population in the archipelago of ilelsinki has
been controlled yearly.

- A fur farm near the airport has been covered with wires.

During the top periods of the migration of the arctic birds warnings
have been given to the air traffic according to the observations made
simultaneously in the radar of the airport and on the fleld in some
coasted regions of south—east Finland.

Yhe progress in bird control work at Helsinki-Vantaa Alrport has wmade

it possible that no severe bird strikes have bappened in the years 1981-84,

1} Helsinki Airports Authority
P.0O.Box 22
B1531 HELSINK1-VANTAA-LENTO

2) FINNISH GAME AND FISHERIES
RESEARCH INSTIVUTLE,
Pitkdnsillarranta 3 A
0O530 HELSINKL 53
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