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THE BLACK-HZALDEDL GULLS (LARUS RIDIZUNDUS) ARZT ASSIGNZD
THEIR GUARTERS O} AIRFIELD
(M LATY)

In the Nice area, the black-headed gulls desert their see
roost in bad weather. They *ake refuge at the Airport., At
night they rccst on the lighted parking areas. Even after
the weather improves, they remain et the Airport for a few
nights. This situa®tion resulted in several sericus acci-
dents in the winter oI 1873-74. ‘

We have tried to keep the gulls away from the operational
parts cf the Airport: parking and traffic areas and run-
ways. The traciticnel methods at our disposal proved tc De
ineffectual: attempts te frighter the birds away merely
resulted 1in thelr milling abou® in the alr above the Alir-
port in large flocks.

Observing this, we decided to build 2 roosting area for the
black-headed gulls at the Nice-Riviera Airport., Provided
with conditicns like those which seemed to attract them to
the parking areas (shelter, light, safety, blacktep surface),
they could spend their bad-weather nights there without
endangering Alirport flying conditions.

This neovel idea was outlined at the 9th Meeting of +he BIRD
STRIKE COMMITTEER HEURCPE. A+ thet tire, the roosting area
had nct been completed and was not entirely suited to the
gulls' requirements. 1% was inadequately ligh*ed and had nct
been blacktopped. Xc tangible results rad not been achieved
before the black-headed gulls Zeft for their breeding
grounds.,

Since then, appropriaticns have been made by the General
Secretaryship for Civil Awvieticn, and the Municipality and
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Nice,

The rcosting area has been completed and was placed in ser-
vice on January 18, 1975, The s*aff, including the Airport
Manager, used their best effor*s tc persuade the black-heaced
gulls to spend their nights on the rcosting area rather than
elsewhere at the Airport in bad weather. Food scraps were
gspread over the roosting area and decoys were p.iaced on the
blacktopped surface lighted by floodlights. Concurrently,

the operaticnal parts of the Airport which were off-limits
for gulls were made unattractive: the watchmen were given-
huntirng rifies to shoot at the gulls, and efforts were made
te frighten them away with distress calls. These deterrent
metheds had been used against the gulls befcore establishrment
of the roosting area. They had been ineffectual because the
startled birds had had nowhere else to go. After the roosting
area was built, positive resul*s were cbtalned. The startled
gulls took refuge there. However, it tock 45 Zays for the
birds to decide to roost on the area provided for them.

This relatively long acclimation period may have been due to
the difficulty of breaking *he gulls of their habit of
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spending theiyp bad~weather nights op the lighted par+ts of
the Airporec, dequired before commissioning of the roosting
area. (uicker results might have been achieved had the ares
been operationa: “or the arrival ¢l the first black-headed
gulls wintering in thre Hice-Rivieras érea. This nypcthesis
Will be testeq rext winter,

The roosting area 15 described as fcllows:

seogrankicsl location:

Cn the Periphery of the Alrport, bordering +the yar River,
‘nside a rental Car parking zrea,

surface areg arnd soil cover:

5,133 square retregs blacktopped, surrounded by g ne¢ man's
land 25 metres wice. As an eXperiment, u4gQ squére retres of
the blacktcpped areg Were covered with bebbles,

Lightning:

3 MAZZA P R M 100C prodectors equipped with Mac 130C W Bulbs
(130,co00L) placed atop 12-metre Eoles L2 mpetres apart,

v ground level angd horizontally, the yellowish~orange light
intensity dverages 19 luxes (71 Measuring peints), At a
£

1/2 metre and chbliguely, it averages 31 luxes,

rrom dusk to dawn., the lights are switched cn ang off cy
LUCIREX J H Y L-1yux Model 10C - &gu phctoelectric avtomatic

control.,

Decozs:

15 plastic vlack-heades gulls were placed Cni the pebbled
area. These were actually golden plover (pluvialis dpricaria)
deccys painted to itcok like gulig,

reeqd:

10 to 13 Kilograms of 5Craps from the Alrport restaurant are
spread Pericdically,

“Casiruction and oberating cos+s:

Ground surfacing: 63,000 francs
Electrical equipment 5,000 francs

Anrnual power comsumption: 7,300 kWh (estimate)
calendar of events:

Cpening of the POCsIing area: Jaruary 16, 1975
Spreading ol food scraps February 28
First daytime sighting of guils: February 2§
Tirst night+ine Slghtirg of gulis March 3

Last nignttime slighting of gulls Marck 31, 1g7g



No black-fteaded gulls were seen in the rcostl

or nigh*t, in the period gsnuary 16 = Tebruary 25, They
arrived promptiy alter gpreading of food scraps. Irom and
arter March 3, the gulls sprent the rnlight in the area in
nurbers varyling with the sTate of *he sea. ECC to 500 wer
seer. in bad wezather, very few in Tine wezther. As the end

of winter was r¢veady aporoaching, and scme of the gulis
were leaving for their breeding grou ids, 1t was Impessible
te make an accurate determinaticn cf the rocbtlng area’
attractiveness and accommolatlion czpacity. We will endeaveur
to make such a determination nex®t winter. Lepending on the
resuits, we might expand the roosting area.
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Jositive recsults have Deern achleved: +the gulls rcosted on
the rcosting ravided for them, and air safety seems
to have Ceen > aoocrd 1rTl3 o collision with black-
headed gulls occurred efter ¢hening of the rocsting area.
Although : &re prermatuire, 1t can ke rncted that
there wex collisions with black-teaded gulls durirg *he
S months nt ng prior to ithe coening of the roosting
ares {Januvery 1, 1974 - January 73, 127§ The *13,C33

) ] »
francs Zaid out may have Zeen mcre than cffset -y the
Safeghglu_hp ¢l jet planes arnd ruman live ' L.
in accldent prevention
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