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1n Decemver 197% en El-Al p

with 3 flock of birds - probably gulls.

one of the motors was damaged and one
was hurt, but this incident served as
ways to avold posesible aceidents, and
Authority, snd thus I started io deal
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lane full of passengers met during the take—off
Ve pilot succeeded to brake, but as 2 result

A% tiie back tyres burst. Fortunately nobody

a warning. Me sirport nanagement looked for

cron otiers, aporeachied the Hature Reserves

with the problem in Javuary 1974,

ceanwhile tne runways in the alrport were veing chevred freguently. and
if there were birds, a car was drivel aloty the runway vefore or alter take—off or
landing of planes, in order to xet rid of tnem., Ubviously this method was not very
er'fective.

“hen the matter was bturmed over to us, we lunedlately ingtelled a rucber
of zas cannons and zlso equippea the control veople wiih shot-guns so that, 1f
necessary, they could be put into action ander controtlled conditions. 4t the same
time we started to investicate the special probleus of the site, and we also
collected bLnow-how from every possible source 1ln order 1o orsfit from the

experience in 0oiher

[

codntries.

wrorn the be inuing we _earmed that we had to renove the princizel
aources of food for the biras, and we imediately initiated asction to have the
zarbage dunps transterred {row the vei hovourhood of the airport.

4t the end of 1974 1 submicted to the airport management a report on
the dangers of cortain birds and proposcl for short term weasures as well as long

term solubions. ihe present summary is calnly ovased on this report.

fhe site and its envirous.

Jen-Gurion airport in situated in & dencely populabed area. Around the

airport there are citrue sroves and cultivater
ol areag nave Léen leascd to farmers who g¥ow
industrial crops.

o the norls west at a discance of
garbape dump in the country to which many Lons

fields, and even between tne runways
tilers various crops, meinly

about 5 xme there is tne bi,;est
of smrbase are delivered daily from

Telwiviv and the neighboaring townsnips. Another smaller local gerbage dunp adjoins
the airport on the north eastern side. ihese dumps sre rich sources of food and
attract many birds and are, thercfore, tae maln cause of trouble.

The birds and tneir dangers.

tod 3u1l - Lards ridibuncus, This gpecies ls found in
- ghe winter, iy usuaily arrive in Cctouer, and

ds ol oulis appear on the veaches, in the fields, on

st tre fisn poncs elc, fhousands come each morning to the garbage
atrport from thelr dorultories on the Leach, After stilling their
qunger trey rost in plowmed fields or in puddies loraed by the winler rains and

sreab numbers,
within a sgort

cerhage

Linie

CUmps,
dwnps near the

cometines on one of the runways of toe alrport. ey hegin to leave us in rarch,
acid 1

in April eft,

thero are harsly any L

Alectoris groeca.  This specles is resident

{ing to additional areas such as the coastal

ardi is inecreasiig in mumeers and spr

plain, ihis may be caused oy the reqiiction in numbers of tneir natural enemles such
as tne acka® ard the fox, but no doubt agricultural development which provides arple
fond had also o considerable influence, [erefore, the area of the airport which is

rich in field crope attracts increasing numbers nf partridges which are accustomed
fa hice ir tae citrus sroves which adjoin the site, or on the airport itself in
places with thick veoetation, ln the course o1 their roanine tnrouch the ares they

frequently cross e rurways el in Jow [lignt,
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Z. Other bird species whivh sre & potential tanger, even if to ¢ lesser
degree are the Lapwing - YVanellus vanellus, which appears in smal] numbers in the
fieldas. The starling - Sturnus vulgarig, which in some Jears appear in sreat numbers
and then they can be fourd nearly everywhere in the area. The Lattle esret = Ardecls
ibis is resident in tihe district and is sometimes Tound in the fields and at the
garbage dumps but is hardly ever seen within the bou:daries of the airport.

Lboves and Pigeons - Streptopeiia and Columbs are present in considerable numbers but
usually outside the t site.

rrom this data it waes clear that we had mairly to act arainst the gulls
and the pertridges while observing thelr benaviour in the neighbournood. Mere is alss

Teasonable hope that we shall be able to reduce, if rot ertirely to eradicate the risk
by the other above mentioned species,

Measures to sclve the problen.,

The proposals made in the beednndng to the #irport ma anent were:—

1. Removal of the mary sources o food, or at least reducing: them to a minimum,
2. To stop the growing ol field crops withir the voundsries of the airport, or at
least to determine which CYops iay bex . rown which 4o not attraet birds.

3. o encourage hunters to shoot partrid,es under controlled conditions on the site
of the airport, even in the reedily; scanon wien shooting is not permitted in this
country,

9. To drain puddles of water remal. ing within the vrrlrderies of the siryort and

arcund it,

5. lo use various weans of scaring and driving the birds away such os ;as cannons,
stuffed birds or carcasses of triese birds, distreass crics cte,

Jne present position {1975:.

Gince ftae first incicent in secenber 1973 there were a saall nwiber of
bird sirikes, mainly with S1-Al planes ovut also sowe foreign airlines, fhough
fortunately no serious cases., Al tosethner, we <now of 5 bLirg slrikes only, and in
two of tue cases one of the moiors wag affected. in one instance Ceathers of a
rock partridge wnich got into the 1o tor during tne tate—o:f was found, but o
damage was caused. In addition there were a few instances wien tie take-off of a
plare hzd to be delayed until birds woich were on tne runway or near it ned been
Tenoved,

viviously, these cases oulimd us to loow fop further effective measures.
Feasnwhile Lhe alrport menasesent has been suceessiul in Nesntiating the remwoval of
the gurvage duwapgs from tieir present locstion to a remsonable distance, probably
in tae cource of this year, aru . believe that this will be a fgreat step Torward,

he alrpert manasenent nos ajreed to tie necewsity of appointing one
ran for the operzlion of the measures 8;ainst vird strize,wno will also be responegible
for iryin: out new aethods,

lit the weantime contact ey peen established with varicus aroario-tianes
in Cannos, .04, ane Puropean countries, mainly Lholland, from whom we ot overy
valuahle z:vice and insiruciive it serial,

ge

Ln ke basis of tnis ardvice, we are now coing to/as ecarin.: methods
dunsies, vird scare flstelg, distress call tapes, and 21 this in addition to the
AES Cannons wnleo, in n, opicien, are most elfective at least g rinet il
they are operated nnly foar ghort rericds and in tne richt e
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Last winter we aluo made a trial with a chemical repellant. The material
which is mamufactured in the U.K. uncer tne trade rame Curb is an Arumirnium-
ammonium- Sulfate wnich causes irritation and drivee the birds away. [t hms been
tried out for agricultural crops, lh somt cases successfully, especially if
alternative Sources of food for the oirds were availlable. Ve aprayed the small
garbage dump and alsc the length of the runway which is used azs a resting place
by the gullg and is crossed oy the partridees. Unfortunately, our first trial
was not successful due w unfavourable weather conditions, tat I intend to repeat
the itrial in the next season.

furthermore, & proposal has teen nade te create artificial pools at a
considerable distance from the site thus drawing at least sowe of the birds
away from the area.

Summary .

Our operations concentrated first of all on getting rid of the garbage
dumps in the neighbourhnod and on the utilisation of the areas between the
runways in a way which does not atiract birds. Ve toox measures to frijhten and
scare gulls anc partricdges and to restrict tne partridgze population by shooting.

1 want o tane this o.portunity to thnank all the people and organisations
who nsve assisted and advised us, and the DB3CE who invited me to take part in this
seesion. iy special tharks are due to Dr. Stortencenrer grid his collesgues in
olland from whom we received invaluable help and instruction.
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