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This paper provides preliminary information
about bird control measures taken in 1978-79
at Helsinki-Vantaa Airport, Finland.
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SF-01531 He  sinki-Vantaa-Lento.

9) Pimnish Game and Fisheries Pesearch Institute,
Game Divietom, Unionimk. 45 B, 00170 Helsinki.

Introduction

Compared with many other European countriles birds have presen-
| ted few problems to air traffic in Finland. Three or four of
+he 87 bird strikes reported in 1970-78 had a serious effect
! on tne aircraft. Most of these incidents occurred at the main
international airport, Helsirnki-Vantaa. In the 1970s, 2-35
! incidents were repocrted here yearly. These invclved the
' following species: herring gull, black-headed gull, black
i grouse, and starling. In addition to these specles, more than
30 other species are corsidered to pose a potential hazard to
air traffic. The two most sericus incidents to date happened
in 1978. On June 11th and July 272nd, a DC-8 and a Caravelle,
resnpectively, were damaged by gulls. The damage cost approx.
U.S, $ 250 000 to repalr.

Control

Refore these two serious incidents The Finnish Natlonal Board
of Aviatior. had set up a working group to plan a bird centrel
| programme. Quite naturally, however, bird control at Helsinki-
Yantax Alrport was stepped up consicerably as a result of the
incidents. The following measures were taken:
1) A bird strike committee was established at the airport on
January 9th, 1879, consisting of 10 persons representing:
- Airport Authority Traffic Manager
- Aipr Traffic Controi
- Fire Department
- Traffic Area Maintenance
- Finnair Flight Department
- ornithological experts (the Zoological Museum of the
University of Helsinki and the Game Division of the
Firnish Game and Fisheries Research Institute).
The committee has had meetings at 1 to 2 month intervals.
Tt has also sent a representative to alrports in Sweden
and Dermark to get information about the local bird cont
rol sysiems. '




2) Car patrolling was nade
incident. A Shotpun wiTh
1s used. The alroort has
birds if necessary.

3) Measures were Lakeh Lo roawe the alrpoert
dttractive to birds (as wel. 45 to
mosse) by thianing +the £ rests, FiiTi
Fing the grass relatively hign (!

1} Ce-operalion wiih othewr authorilies
commlltee has tried to influence rhe
the airport vicinity Ly issuing
in regotiations. Trie mainly won
the dump situated 4 kn novth—wen
runniing of the two fur farms (one
cther 5.5 km from the alirport).

5) Some of the dispersal methods used anroad (nerring gull
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distress calls, leaving dead gulls near the rurwav) have
been teg*ed.
5) Co-operation with the hunting « Jubs In “he 2ipport vici-

nity has been stepped up.
7) An ornithological study at the airpert arnd its surrcund? ags
was started in spring 1979. Tre Field stucy ls ocarricod
by a fu]l time orrithclegist.
In tne Helsinki archipelago, herring gusl cgpe wore stari-
lized morc b‘f*(tjvely than in the previous spring.
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9) 1n c—aﬁlilem, adult herring gulis on the largest gariare
durz In The Helsinki region were Trapred and killed afrern

their breeding scason.

Results and conclusions

In 1978, more +than 1000 herring ard black-headed gulis werpe
shot at the airpert. The rumber for this yeaw G

bocauze the guils tend le¢ avoid the airport are:
tc shooting, other dispersal methods have Loon ado
artmunitior used In sho*tpuns has proved to be an ef:
of driving off birds. Over 20 per cant of the horring
roducticn in the Helsinki archipelago (where there are approx
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5500 breeding —airs) has beor crevented hy S+~Pl11"LWL tTrhe eggs.
On the dump, JDU' herring gulls have heen calgq Ith gull
Traps; however, the ringed indlviduals were rel uqdd on the

other hand, poisonln“ {c.g. by aiphachlioralose) has not yiet
been considerecd an appropridte modans of conresl.

The meas .res taker have cilcarily improved lhe aituation. Lo
sumner 1879 the bivd activiily was roricedbly l&ss heavy e
in rhe previous summer at neisinkli-Vantaa Airport. However,
malntaining an aceceptable level of safety at the zirport ro-

quires the continuacior ancd develonment of bird . ontrol mea-
sures. It 1z also very impaor

To contlaue long-range scoheres
for making the airporl and irts SUPTOUL 1ings as unattraciive
to birds as possible




