Zeological researcn at lanbury airport 1966,

To find out what species of birds are living on an airport, it is

negsessery 4o dgo ecological rescarcli-wory during a period of serveral

years, In connection with the Ger: .an Birdstricke'Co;ﬂittee anda the
airport~conpagnyE the birdprotectionstation Hanburg ard the avifounistie
birdwatching grouay did these regearchwork at the airport of Hamburg.
Two nmenbvers of the birdwatching Troup rnade there cvservation once g
weex, They did :.ade the rezearcriwork in quantitative and gualitative
sight., The countings of the birds WeTre ade in a special syster,

During the controlltiine 4the alrportauthorities save the birdwatehers

a rotorcar. For each controllvisit they need serveral hours, Besides
this observatiors the airport—co;pagny ivselfl give advice, that the
en who are working at the Talp, the taxiways ard so on, alse shoulid
look at birds, They had alsc a Special 1ist:Lo Put in 11 observations,
Also the fligbtsafetyofficials at the controltower aid give help to

Observe birds, so rar &8 they could do it.

From January ti11 Deceiber 1966 tha observers deterr.ened 75 bird-

- Epecilaes, 22 species digd breed on the airport., The greztest populaticn
Ehad the Sky Tark. Tre observatores were fure, that a greet nuciber

of eggs or nestlings get gistroied oy lawncut ing-naschines, 5 Species
however, who dig corie to the airfield searciing for fcod, were g
pPotential danger for the Starting or landing airoplanes. This were
Zlack-headed Guil, Lapwing, Crows, Hingdove an Starling, dornaly
atout 10 Gilils and Crows were searcning for food on the airfielad.

The birdwatchers founa 15 breeding Lapwing paires. Frou ilareh 311
Hove ber 50 Lapwings did life nerialy on the airfieid, On the 1th

of October g fourengine—airoplan-did fligrt through a group of about 50
Lapwings, 15 birds were kilied, So far s thie observers dig Trecognise,

the airplan digd have no neavy danoses, I+t continued there take-off,

s
Birds used to visgit taxiways ang funways, when after rain great
nuibers of earthworig were laying on it. The 105t observad birdspecies
who did feed Barthworis were Black-headed Gulls and Crows. It coulg
be also ocserved, that Housc-pigeans and carrier-pigeons, whe digd fly
across the run- agng taxiways were iweh ilore aangerous for the gtarting
°r landing aircraft as Ringdoves., We knovw, that pigeons also Ilike *o

pick up little stones along the shoulders of the Tun- and taxiways.,
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The investigaticns will be continued for several years and give us
& very good help feor ad-hoc-actions and a iot of other researchwork
at airfieids.

Tow [ want to show you soie slides about fluctwation of the

five nost inportant birds at hanburg airport during the year 1966,

o
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