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INTRODUCTION

Ai ier  some pre i iminary dLscussrons wrthrn the Arr  Forces Ftrghr  Safety Commir iee
Elrope lAFFSCE) the teasib l r ty  and the surp lus valu€ o i  a lorned E!ropean M t tary B(d
Str ke Database has been explored The resutts, presented dur ng rhe Hetsrnki meelng
ot  BSCE In 1990 ( l ) ,  were very promis ing and brouqhr ro t ight  that  a s tandafd ized
srructure was or  v l ra l  rmpof tance n order  to meet  rhrs requnement the RNLAF has
taken ihe n i t iar  ve ro develop a !n i iorm report inq lorm and accohpanyinq darabase
st lc ture Si .ce the BSCE Low Levet  Workho c.oup Ls consrdered by AFFSCE as rhe I
spedalrs t  group,  d sc lssons on ihe fur iher  devetopmenr o i  the database were held
du.ng sev€ra meer ings o l  th ls  work ing group At  the Jer lsatem meetr fq of  BSCE rn
1992 the set up of the daiabase and rhe final vers on oi the European Mitirary Bnd
Str  ke Form were presented (2) .  This  papef  deals wrh the devetopments srnc€ th is  iasr

DEVELOPMENT OF THE DAIABASE SINCE 1992

n mar.h 1992 the conr ibut ions marniy  cons sr€d o i  dara i rom severa a r  torces tor
on y 2 to 4 years.  Since then the Low Levet  workrng Group has mer twrce Dur ng
these meetJngs severa aspects oi rhe darabase have been subject of discussions.
Marnly  lechnrcal  marrers lke the iormar o i  the rn iormar ion .nd compatrb i ty  wi th
exrsr  n9 compl ter t r les were d iscussed in deta i t .  Bequtar  contnbl t  ons were made whi ie
at  the same l rme the ex is t rnq f i les o l  prevrous y€ars w€r€ added to rhe database.  Thrs
iesuhed In a ser oJ data irom 9 a( iorces cover ng a penod oj 3 ro j 7 years. The
rncrease n the number of contriblions dur ng rhese L.st two y€arsts given n frgure 1.
t is clear that the five iold in numbefs is due to both more a r torces joining the prolect
a.d the contrbunon of data irom more years {forces x years index) The
or q ins of  rhe 25,569 records s presenred rn i  AUre 2 and g ive.  In  deta i l  rn  tabi€ 1

FIGURE 1:  Increas€ ln co. t r  bur ions io  rhe database n r rme |ndex = lorces x
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pef  Ar r  Force  and per  year  by  march  1994 (N =  25 .569)

t_::= 's

E i l j

n the  in t ia l  number  o l  r€cords  n  1992,  smal  numbers  were  lnc tuded f rom SAF (35
BS) ,  CFE (127 BSI  and SHAPE (45  BS) j  to r  vano ls  reasons  ihese da ia  were  no t
r .c luded n  rhe  presenr  darabase th rs  does  nor  mean tha t  rhey  are  o f  no  va tue .  As
add i t rona l  In io rha t ron  the  s !mmary  da ta  i rom SHAPE may prove very  heLp lu | ,  rhe
same appres  ro r  rhe  In to rmst ton  f fom rhe  l im i red  per iod  (2 ,5  years )  o j  cFE
cont i rb l tons .  The very  t im i ted  conr r ibu l ion  o t  SAF o f  on ty  35  brd  s t r i kes  In  3  years
ndrcates that only a parr of the inrormar on was contributed ro the database, since
1991 no  conr r ib l t ions  were  rec€  ved

SOME ASPECTS OF THE AVAI !ABLE DATA

Givrng rhe ioined dar.base a good stair using back dara irom prevrous yea.s has proven
to  b€  very  success iu  8u  pur i  ng  logether  in io rmar  on  t rom vano ls  ong ins  .nd  rn
la r  ous  to fmats  heans a  hereroge.eous  se l  o i  dara  as  ong is  th is  d r6wback  s  rea l tzed
and taken In ro  accounr  i r  i s  ' ross ibe  ro  use  the  da ta  n .  jus r fed  way Deta  s  on  the
avar lab le  . io rmat ion  on  each rem io r  each year  per  a i r  lo rce  is  rhere jo re  f i ted  a tongsrde
the  ac iua l  darabase (3 )

Trea l rnA In  de ta i l  each aspecr  o t  a  b r fd  s r f i ke ,  usrng  rhe  n to rmat ion  ava iab te  In  the
darabase,  i s  ta r  beyond rhe  scope o f  rh rs  papef .  on ly  some descr ip t rve  proper r ies  o {  rhe
database wr l  be  dea l t  w i rh

The to ta  composr t  on  o j  rhe  da iabase as  lo r  ihe  a t r  to rces  s  g ive .  in  i igure  3
as  rs  to  be  expec t€d  rhe  da tabase is  domrnared by  two ta rqer  a r  io rces .

Thar  FAF n lmbers  a re  so  much tower  wh i te  a lso  be ing  one oJ  ih€  la rger  a  I
io rces  o t  Europe is  p robab ly  due to  a  d i l te renr  way o f  repof t rng  As  Ind icared  by
the  s i rong lnde i represenrar  on  o j  non damage br fd  s r r  kes  rhe  FAF repons are
resr  c ted  ro  senous nc ioents

Lookrng a t  the  av . i  ab  e  dara  over  the  ye6rs  lnq l re  4 )  t  sc lear rharhos l
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r . io rmar ion  s  avar labLe io r  the  penod 1988 1990.

!n  25% o i  a l l  cases  the  b fd  s r r  ke  has  no l  been no lced by  rhe  p  to r  dunng i l rghr ,
the  l |gh t  phase there fore  rs  unknown.

Shown in  nq l re  5  i s  rhe  percentage o f  loca l  and en  rou te  b i rd  s lnkes  On
averaqe 23% o i  a  I  s t r i kes  cou d  be  careqon2ed as  berng oca l  (on  o f  near
ar f i re ld )  wh le  52% were  repor red  as  be  ng  en  rou t€ .

F IGURE 3 :  To ta  cont r ibur ions  per  A t r  Fo .ce ,  inc lud ing  In fo rmaio .  on  damage
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FIGURE 4:  Tota number ot  contr ibut ions per  year .

a2 a: a! a5 36 a7 aa a9 9r] 91 92 sf

1 2 6



FIGURE 5:  Percentuat  d srr ibur  o.  of  brrd sr i ikes by l ighr  phase
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DISCUSION

qotF_rs o l  nrerndlo iat  Loope'a l  o^ ara a qpnprat  \nowa ,or  rhF.r  s  o*  progrpss.  Tr  p
iL oopal  M' t rar !  B '  d  5 l r , r -  Darabds" aa(  so rar  been "n " , .  "pt ,oa ro . r  ,  ;u tF.
Despite this enrhusiasm and rhe good cooperaion there strl is sohe feason io,
concern. The majoary oi the dara ongins i.om NW Eufopean countrtes. With the
exceptron ot  haly  in iormatron t .on Southern countr i€s rs  mlss ing.

Despite al rhe limitat ons, rhe si2e and quatiry oi the darabase by now shouid be
suff crent ro use rhe stored niormation for in-dept anatyses.
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