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ABSTIL{CT

The pape. giles fi.st a briei view of rhc bjrd lrike prevenion ar ltctsink, Vantra airpon in 1979
9l.Therc have ben me!' .hnges in rhc bnd plrol. Nhich ha\ raten ca.c of btr; conr.oling
undera tocal blrd slrike comnittee.

Cooscquenccs of the bld conrrol p.oiecl ue ften discussed on the bsis ofqulntit! and qDalir! of
b'Id sfikes fepo.ted at the airlon. The sfike sktntics have been devideiinto selcral'sepditte
caregones. Tbi\ makes rhe possibitilies fo. srarisricat aMl\ses scanr] Hosevef. rhere are
iidrclrions ro show thar dr dcvetolmcnr of bnd sfike prcrenrion has condnued rnro nghr

(Ketivords: Bjrd contol, Srnlke \Btistics. E!atLrllio,,l
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O.edized bird stike prcvcnLion .rl He]sinkj_V?ntaa anpoLl- Fi.laDd\ higest irtcrnlitonrl arrpon'

begd jl 1979 shen x Btrd Suike Connntec sas establlshed Therclfre! a btrd conrolling unn'

belonglne lo the fire dep.nmcrt and workne under thc comnitrcc. has laken clre of btrd

tatroulng (Kuusela & Srennian l9r9) Thc dury of the bird par.ol is holh bnd conrrol &d

nonnoring of lhe oc.uftnce ol bnds at thc airyort dd jl\ ned vicjnir) Thc bjrd farol has

published fivc rcpons aboul rrs lcLiviry r 1979'8'l The nost impoflant rcsults giltn !r tre

ieports have bccn refened Io tsice ar BSCL meerings (Ilelkmo. Srennan & \'ickholm l9lJ:,

Helkmo & Stcnman 19E.1).

fivc rclofls hale also bee! published on lhe perrol s .tclilitl in the Friod ol 1985 9: The lan

one of lhesc ilindberg, Pripei & Tnrtola 199'r) emPhasiTes thc impondcc oi lhe  oled 5

oterational part. Howefer. the prlctical slde ofbnd conrolling will bc dtscussed onlv brieflr" 'n

lhe following becausc fie naio pu.Irose af thjs PaFr is lo elaluale the consequenccs or rhe

!rcJecl on the bdsis ol quxndry rnd qualil! ofbird strikes repotted at rhc dr!o!l'

2.0 Changes in the bird palrol

Bcforc 1979, the airpof s 1-ue dep.nrncnr was rcsPonsible fo. bjrd.onroi al llelsinkivanrar

Mainll shotgln\ \tith enher ln e or blank ammunittoD $ere uscd as a metlod l he new bid

pat.ol was buill up of rolunleers who had to be bnd sltche^ dd p.eftrabl) dlso students 1r

blolog,! TheI were rrined lo bccome bnd control specialtsls for thc lrrpon

Ho$ever. the use of volonteea sas nopped in 1988. and fte bjrd latrol du1'es were translercd r0

rhrer firemen inte.csred in bnds. This talk becmc the; p.ltrclpal dulv ln lddjrion to ihe sernr

routi.e. Also long and difficulr .cgoljarions oler lhe closlng ofr dumP ned the drporl lfee !o\1

sDc.essfullr_ compleled as were the oPerations ior l_rlling ponds netu thc middle p.n ofthe marD

Btrd confolllng sas thus gradualty changed irto rouline work. From now on lhe bnd laffol
rcduced liie omithologrcal side ol ils $ ork and concenlraled on lhc ope. n€ bjrd control ft lodnd

thar it *ds apFopiale to apFoach tbc birds to be dispened n a $a) that lllosed !eloc'rr_'

surprise and rggesivitl in lhe work . So, in come rnsle.es also killin! of blrds $jn' shotgur

could be used in dlspeAal siruations.

3.0 Consequ€nces io the light of striLe statisti.s

In p.actice. Ihe control mea$ues used hale becn dnected onl! on mcdiuF\ized or larger bnds'

vifi fie exclllon of ilocks of some smalt Passerines. Thereforc, lhc main alte'tton $e

statislics is xlso dfawn to sfikes clused hy at lclst medium sjzed bnds

Tbe accurate nunber o I bird stn\es in I 97E EO j! unclea. beceuse primarilv odl cu\es that had

caused dmiagc ro ancraft came n) IiSht (Fi8. I - Period .\ ) In iact at thri Lime pilots * ere not ltl
oblig.d io gjlc a srandddzcd report o! the sdkes h j981. hoseler the bnd raffol ahead)

sccmcd !o be hking {cll care of fte disPe^lng

Thc iigu.es fq 1981 El jnchde boih the strikes.cPorted b! lhe Pilots ud the cxses iln !\erige 16

t; of lhe srike\ of this le.iodr \acrc fie only cvidence was ! dead brd found on run$ay
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Figure 1� Amoun t of fl ight operations and bird strikes at Hclsinkj V anta Ajryon in I 978_93. A =

a period when pilots wcre not obliged to give a stardadiT-ed repod on the slrjkcs; B = the ngures
includc both ihe strikes .eponed by the pilots md dE cases wherc thc only cv,dence wd c deld
bird fou.d or tulwayi C = orlJ slikes reponed by pilots. The quali,r-' of damascs caused by lhe
srikes i-( shown by symbols.
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