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Abstract

Four species of pigeon (Columbiformes; Columbidae) have been recorded at Dublin
Airport, Ireland namely, the Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus), Feral/Racing Pigeon
(Columba livia var domestica), Stock Dove (Columba oenas) and the Collared Dove
(Streptopelia decaocta). With the exception of the Collared Dove, aircraft have struck each of
these species. Moreover, there is evidence of a sharp increase in the frequency of bird
strikes involving pigeons at Dublin Airport since the mid-1990s. This trend is of concern
because a) the columbid taxa involved are flocking species and b) are relatively heavy, in the
200g-600g range; internationally, in Belgium and Ethiopia respectively, two civil aviation
transporters have been brought down following bird strikes involving pigeons. The pattern of
pigeon-related bird strikes at Dublin Airport for the period 1990-2002 is analysed and the
possible causes of the recent increase are discussed.
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